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  Meeting Date and Time  
Date of Meeting: January 5th 2026 
Time of Meeting: 6:00 PM 

   Meeting Location  
Location of Meeting: Liberty Fire District South Station 

       3278 US Hwy 90 W 
                          DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32433 

   Meeting Attendees  
Board Members Present at Meeting: 

         Seat 1 John Curry, Seat 2 Mike Engel, Seat 3 James Odom, Seat 4 Philip Canterbury Jr,  
Board Members Absent:  
         Seat 5 John Bottoms 
  Staff/Volunteer Members Present at Meeting:  
Volunteer Coordinator Donna Dunham, Fire Chief John Dunham, 
  

The regular meeting of the Liberty Fire District Board of Liberty Fire District was called to 
order at 6:00 PM on January 5th, 2026, at Liberty Fire District South Station by Chairman 
Odom.  

 
I.  Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 

a. Pledge of Allegiance by Chairman Odom  
b. Invocation by Attorney Youell 

II. Approval of Meeting minutes 
a. December 1st, 2025, RBM  

i.  Motion to approve December 1st 2025 RBM made by Treasurer Engel. 
Second by Vice Chair Canterbury. Comments - None, Motion passes 
unanimously. 

III. Treasurer Report  
a. Financial Report presented by Treasurer Engel.  
b. Motion to approve Treasurer's report made by Secretary Curry. Second by Vice 

Chair Canterbury. Comments - None, Motion passes unanimously. 
IV. Old Business  

a. Grant Update – Chairman Odom advised the board that the final payment for the SAFER 
grant had been submitted and is awaiting on the approval. Chairman Odom also advised 
that the forestry grant equipment would be ordered soon.  

V. New Business 
a. Grant Writer – Vice Chairman Canterbury talked about the need to find a grant writer for 

the upcoming AFG grant. He spoke to a lady who works for Main Street DeFuniak 
Springs who said they would assist in writing a grant for the district. There was 
discussion on the cost of a grant writer and what other districts in the area may be 
seeking.  

b. AFC Needs – Vice Chairman Canterbury talked about what we need on this grant and 
Radios was the biggest need we have. There was a discussion on what is allowed on the 
AFG Grant and what the district needs. Vice Chair Canterbury said he would work on the 
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list of needs for the district so we would be ready to apply when it opens. Chief Dunham 
talked about the need for a new pumper.  

c. Fundraiser – It was brought to the board by Donna Dunham about doing the Picture 
fundraiser again this year. She was contacted by the company, and he wants to do it 
again. Chairman Odom talked about last years fundraiser and what was purchased for the 
department with the money. The contract will be brought to the board for approval.  

VI.  Operations Report  
a. Monthly Call Report – Chief Dunham provided an overview of the previous month’s 

calls. Chief also presented the total runs for 2025 and the number of mutual aid calls the 
district provided and received.  

b. Monthly Training Report – Chief Dunham provided an overview of the previous months 
training.  

c. Maintenance Report – Chief Dunham and Chairman Odom provided an overview of the 
previous months truck and station maintenance.  

VII. Board Attorney  
a. Attorney Youell advised the board the issue with All Pro Towing had been resolved and 

all documents had been signed.  
b. Attorney Youell presented her bill for payment of legal services the month of December.  

i. Motion to approve the Attorneys bill in the amount of $652.50 for the month of 
December 2025 made by Vice Chairman Canterbury. Second by Treasure Engel. 
Comments – None, Motion passes unanimously. 

VIII. Board Members’ Comments 
a. None   

IX. Public Comment 
a. Chief Dunham reminded the board that Volunteer Charlie Smiths wife’s memorial 

would be the next day at the funeral home on Walton Rd. if anyone would like to 
attend.  

X. Adjournment  
a. Motion to adjourn made by Secretary Curry, Second by Treasurer Engel., Comments – 

None, Motion approved unanimously  
b. Meeting adjourned at 06:29 pm . 

The next meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on December 1st, 2025, at:  

Liberty Fire District South Station 
3278 US Hwy 90 W 
DeFuniak Springs, Florida 
32433 
 
Meeting Minutes Approved on February 2nd 2026  

Board Chairman James Odom ______________________________ 

Board Secretary John Curry ________________________________ 

 
Meeting Minutes prepared by James Odom 


